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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

1.1.1 Pipplepen Solar Farm, herein referred to as ‘the Development’, was granted planning 
permission by Somerset Council in 2023 subject to conditions.  

1.1.2 Planning Condition 20 stated that the submitted Landscape and Ecological Management 
Plan (LEMP) required more information. The wording of the planning condition is 
included below for reference:  

A Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (LEMP) shall be submitted to, and be 
approved in writing by, the Local Planning Authority prior to the commencement of the 
development [or specified phase of development. The content of the LEMP shall include the 
following:  
a. Description and evaluation of features to be managed.  
b. Ecological trends and constraints on site that might influence management.  
c. Aims and objectives of management.  
d. Appropriate management options for achieving aims and objectives.  
e. Prescriptions for management actions.  
f. Preparation of a work schedule (including an annual work plan capable of being rolled 
forward over a five-year period).  
g. Details of the body or organization responsible for implementation of the plan.  
h. On-going monitoring and remedial measures.  
 
The LEMP shall also include details of the legal and funding mechanism(s) by which the 
long-term implementation of the plan will be secured by the developer with the 
management body(ies) responsible for its delivery. The plan shall also set out (where the 
results from monitoring show that conservation aims and objectives of the LEMP are not 
being met) how contingencies and/or remedial action will be identified, agreed and 
implemented so that the development still delivers the fully functioning biodiversity 
objectives of the originally approved scheme. The approved plan will be implemented in 
accordance with the approved details.  

 Reason: In the interests of the 'Favourable Conservation Status' of populations of European 
and UK protected species, UK priority species and habitats listed on s41 of the Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 and in accordance with South Somerset 
District Council Local Plan policies EQ4, EQ5 and EQ6, and the NPPF. 

1.1.3 The existing LEMP was produced as part of the initial application (RPS Group Plc, 2022a). 
This document has been prepared by RSK Wilding on behalf of ScottishPower 
Renewables (UK) Ltd (SPR) and comprises a revised LEMP, which builds on the initial 
proposals aiming to discharge Condition 20. 

1.2 Scope of this document 

1.2.1 This LEMP provides detailed information on the proposed ecological features that will be 
retained, enhanced or created on site through the development and how they would be 
delivered and managed for 30 years.  

1.2.2 Condition 20 is guided by the British Standards institute (BSI) Standards Publication 
42020:3012 (BSI, 2013), which sets out recommended LEMP content. The recommended 
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2 Site Context 

2.1 The Development 

2.1.1 Full details of the Development are presented within the Planning Statement which 
accompanied the planning application to Somerset Council (RPS Group Plc, 2021).   

2.1.2 The development site, herein referred to as ‘the Site’ is located in the south of South 
Somerset, approximately 2 kilometres (km) to the east of Misterton, 1 km south of North 
Perrott and 0.8 km north of South Perrott, on land at Pipplepen Farm, School Hill, 
Crewkerne.  The Site comprises mainly agricultural farmland including a number of small 
field parcels over an area of approximately 55 hectares (ha). A Public Right of Way 
(PRoW) crosses the centre of the Site, running north to south. Another PRoW runs 
adjacent to the western boundary, along Wood Lane. 

2.1.3 Solar panels are to be installed within the existing dairy pasture. The panels would be 
fixed in place with posts approximately 1.5 metres (m) deep or by concrete bases. 

2.1.4 Inverter substations would also be installed into each field and access roads would be 
constructed between them, largely utilising existing farm tracks. 

2.1.5 Temporary construction access to the Site would be from the south, utilising the existing 
farm tracks from the A356 east of South Perrott. The track will require construction 

using a crushed rock/aggregate base laid over cleared ground. It will not require 
significant additional widening. 

2.1.6 Operational and maintenance access would be via the shorter track from Pipplepen Lane 
to the west. 

2.2 Ecological Baseline 

2.2.1 The full ecological baseline of the Site (before development) and evaluation of potential 
impacts is captured within the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) (RPS Group Plc, 
2020) and Ecological Addendum (RPS Group Plc, 2022b). Information on baseline 
habitats and species is provided below to give context to the proposed ecological 
features. 

Habitats 

2.2.2 The baseline habitats recorded on site during the PEA (RPS Group Plc, 2020) are 
presented in Table 2. These were initially mapped using the Phase 1 Habitat Survey 
methodology (JNCC, 2010) however these have been translated to the UK Habitat 
Classification System (UKHab ltd, 2023) to align with the re-valuation using the Statutory 
Metric and proposed management objectives presented within this LEMP. The baseline 
habitats are displayed on Figure 1, Appendix A. 

2.2.3 Baseline condition is informed by PEA (RPS Group Plc, 2020), the addendum (RPS Group 
Plc, 2022b) and the initial Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) assessment (RPS Group Plc, 
2022c). 
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3 Description and evaluation of proposed ecological 
features  

3.1 Site vision 

3.1.1 The Development will generate energy in a landscape enhanced for biodiversity. 
Biodiverse green corridors will dissect the site, comprising a mosaic of floristically-rich 
grassland, scrub, hedgerow and woodland. These will support a wide range of species 
and provide greater permeability for wildlife in the local area. Enhancing habitat 
networks through the Site will improve connectivity between areas of valuable habitat 
within and adjacent to the Site, such as those within Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) Haselbury 
Park Wood to the east and Crondle Hill Plantation, Coppice and Field to the north. 

3.1.2 Alongside the biodiversity benefits, interventions will screen the panels from 
surrounding areas and enhance the recreational experience along the PRoW that crosses 
the Site.  

3.1.3 This vision is presented in the following sections by ecological feature and displayed on 
Figure 2. Each ecological feature has been assigned an ID number, which links the 
description with objectives set out in Section 4 and prescriptions set out in Section 7. 

3.2 Grassland enhancement (ID No. G1-3) 

3.2.1 Three areas of grassland enhancement will occur within the site, which are as follows: 

Wildflower meadow (ID No. G1)  

3.2.2 This area will support a species-rich sward and be managed as a hay meadow. This 
habitat will be subject to nutrient stripping and seeded using green hay collected at a site 
in the local area, preserving the local genetic provenance of wildflower grasslands.  It will 
also provide an important foraging resource for local wildlife. This area will be connected 
to the wider landscape through the buffer areas, described below, and function as a 
‘stepping stone’ habitat within the local area.  

Green corridors (ID No. G2) 

3.2.3 Buffer areas within the green corridors along existing hedgerows, scrub planting, the 
watercourse and individual trees will support neutral grassland swards, being floristically-
rich in places and becoming tussocky closer to hedgerows and individual trees. Two 
different seed mixes will be planted throughout this grassland to diversify the sward, one 
floristically-rich and one that is shade tolerant closer to existing and new vegetation. This 
habitat will be subjected to nutrient stripping prior to seeding and will be managed 
through a cutting regime. 

3.2.4 The mosaic of shorter flower-rich grassland, tussocky grassland, hedgerow edge and 
scattered scrub and trees, where present, will maximise the number of microhabitats 
present in the area for a wide range of species.  

Under the panels (ID No. G3) 

3.2.5 The grassland under the panels will become less species-poor over time through 
stopping nutrient input associated with dairy practices and introducing low level grazing 
with sheep. Species-diversity will be lower than the wildflower meadow and buffer areas 
however flowering plants will be present, creating a varied sward height with sheltering 
and foraging opportunities for invertebrates and small mammals. 
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3.3 Hedgerow Enhancement and Creation (ID No. H1-2) 

3.3.1 The existing leggy hedgerows within the site will be retained and enhanced through 
hedge laying to encourage vigorous new growth and planting new woody species, where 
necessary. These will become species-rich and structurally diverse, providing dense 
vegetative cover with fruiting shrub species for wildlife such as small mammals and birds. 
Gaps between the hedgerow bases and the green corridor grassland will be minimal, 
creating an ecotone from short grassland to woody vegetation. 

3.3.2 Newly created hedgerows will be species-rich and complement the existing network, 
allowing them to further reinforce the vegetative connectivity throughout the site. Those 
planted along PRoW will be both aesthetically pleasing to recreational users and screen 
the panels.  

3.3.3 Hedgerows will be managed in the long term through a three-year rotational cutting 
regime, where 1/3 of the hedgerows are cut each year and allowed to regrow. Cutting will 
be incremental, with each cut being at least 10 centimetres (cm) above the previous one. 
As this management plan progresses in the long term, hedgerows should be considered 
for non-intervention periods and/or rejuvenation cycles to maintain the condition of this 
habitat. 

3.4 Scrub creation (ID No. S1) 

3.4.1 Two bands of mixed scrub will be created through the Site along the watercourse and 
existing hedgerows that connects the east of the site with the woodland in the north of 
the site. These bands of scrub will be over 20 m wide in places and incorporate existing 
hedgerows, trees and woody vegetation with new scrub enhancing species diversity with 
mixture of native woody species.  

3.4.2 A further band of scrub will form part of the eastern boundary, reinforcing the 
connectivity between the green corridor on site and habitats at Knowle Hill to the east. 
The scrub will be structurally diverse and include fruiting shrubs. 

3.4.3 Scrub will be largely created through planting, however small areas will be left to 
succeed naturally. These areas will further enhance the structural diversity of the scrub 
habitat.  

3.4.4 In time, the existing hedgerows will form an established line of vegetation within the 
scrub but will eventually cease to function as standalone linear features. Scrub is a very 
valuable habitat and the hedgerows will provide a mature vegetative resource, reducing 
the time needed to reach good ecological condition. 

3.5 Woodland retention and creation (ID No. W1-3) 

3.5.1 The lowland mixed deciduous woodland in the north of the site will be retained and will 
therefore continue to support a rich ground flora and diverse range of tree species.  

3.5.2 The other broadleaved woodlands, in the north-east and south of the site will also be 
retained and continue to provide mature woodland cover. 

3.5.3 Woodland strips will be planted along the western and southern border of the site, 
creating an upper canopy resource once mature and connecting with the broadleaved 
woodland in the south of the site. Woodland ground flora will be seeded prior to planting 
to enhance this habitat. Part of these woodland strips will comprise existing hedgerows, 
which will be allowed to grow mature and bushy and become incorporated into the 
woodland strips as time goes on. 
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3.6 Trees (ID No. T1-2) 

3.6.1 Individual trees within hedgerows and standalone individuals in the fields will be 
retained. Incorporating most of these within the green corridor provides buffering 
habitat which will maintain the presence and health of the mature woody resource on 
site.  

3.6.2 Planting new individual trees within the green corridor will supplement the mature 
individuals and provide the next generation of standalone trees. Any standing dead trees 
will be left in situ, where safe to do so, to provision dead wood habitat which will be 
particularly beneficial to invertebrates and bats. 

3.7 Measures to benefit fauna (ID No. F1-3) 

3.7.1 The ecological features described above as well as providing habitat with its own intrinsic 
value in its own right will also enhance the area for the protected and/or notable species 
recorded present, or likely present on site as follows:  

▪ The green corridors will provide a mosaic of habitats that are beneficial to reptiles, 
foraging amphibians, invertebrates, small mammals and foraging and commuting 
bats.  

▪ The increase in dense woody hedgerow and scrub vegetation, with fruiting 
species, will increase the nesting and foraging resource available to farmland 
birds.  

▪ Increasing the extent and quality of riparian vegetation along the main 
watercourse would benefit otters. 

3.7.2 These habitat interventions would be supplemented with the creation of the following 
specific features to benefit legally protected or otherwise notable species: 

▪ 51 Bat boxes – These will supplement the existing roost resource on site and allow 
for expansion of the current bat population. 

▪ 3 Log pile refugia – These will be sited in sunny areas along hedgerow and scrub 
edges using arisings from vegetation management. They will provide a valuable 
sheltering resource for amphibians and reptiles and dead wood habitats for 
invertebrates. 

▪ 3 Clean stone hibernacula – These will be partially buried and placed within sun 
exposed areas to provide another resource for sheltering amphibians, reptiles and 
small mammals. 

▪ Dead wood – Leaving standing dead wood in place, or if felling is required pile 
adjacent to hedgerows or buffer strip, will benefit local invertebrates. 
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4 Target habitats and management objectives 

4.1.1 To deliver and maintain the proposed ecological features described in Section 3, target 
habitat classification, condition and management objectives are required. Objectives for 
each proposed ecological feature are displayed within Table 4 along with the target 
habitat classification (UKHab ltd, 2023) and condition (following the Statutory Metric 
condition criteria (Natural England, 2024a)). 
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6 Factors that might influence management of proposed 
ecological features 

6.1.1 There are numerous factors that may affect the management of the ecological features 
proposed within the site vision. The section below considers these factors under three 
categories: on-site natural, on-site man-induced, and external. These should be 
considered when implementing the LEMP. 

6.2 On site natural factors 

▪ Protected and/or notable species could be present during creation or 
management of the ecological features. 

▪ Invasive or undesirable species could colonise areas through use of the site by 
native wildlife and affect the ecological condition of habitats. 

▪ Wild grazing animals including deer could impact the establishment and 
development of proposed scrub and tree planting and the condition of retained 
woodland habitat. 

6.3 On site man-induced factors 

▪ Management of much of the site may depend on availability of resources for 
cutting grassland and removal and disposal of hay/grassland arisings. 

▪ The availability of livestock will determine potential for future grazing amongst 
the panels. Success of using grazing as a management method would depend on 
stocking density, breed of sheep, height of panels and the length of time livestock 
are released into the area. A reliable water supply for livestock would be needed.  

▪ Success of habitat creation, particularly species-rich grassland enhancement, may 
be affected by nutrient levels within the site, particularly from historical dairy 
farming activities. 

▪ Invasive species could be introduced to the site and affect the ecological condition 
of habitats. Introduction could happen through habitat creation/management 
activities, such as the sourcing of species which may be carrying invasive species, 
or species introduced through construction/operational activities or recreation. 

6.4 External factors 

▪ Changes in the hydrology of the site through flooding events and/or drought 
could affect the success of ecological features on site through inundation or 
drying out. Climate change could increase the frequency of extreme weather 
events. 
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8 Responsibilities and agreements 

8.1 Responsible parties in LEMP implementation  

8.1.1 SPR is part of the ScottishPower group of companies operating in the UK under the 
Iberdrola Group. SPR is at the forefront of the development of the renewables industry 
through pioneering ideas, forward thinking and outstanding innovation. Its ambitious 
growth plans include expansion of its existing onshore wind portfolio, investment in new 
large-scale solar deployment and innovative grid storage systems including batteries. 

Throughout the scope of existing operations, SPR implement Ecological and Habitat 
Management Plans and undertake a broad range of conservation management in 
addition to supporting and implementing research, working in partnership with a wide 
range of industry bodies. As such, SPR’s in-house ecology team will be responsible for 
the implementation of the LEMP as approved, and supported, where appropriate, with 
external qualified consultants. 

8.1.2 SPR also have an Environmental Management System, accredited to ISO 14001. The 
system prescribes a code of practice for ensuring that environmental considerations in 
day-to-day work are completely integrated in the decision-making processes of the 
organisation, helping SPR to achieve environmental goals and pursue continual 
improvement. As part of the site maintenance programme, regular site visits are 
undertaken throughout the year over the lifetime of the development, to review 
landscaping/mitigation provisions in order to ensure their ongoing maintenance and if 
necessary, arrange replacements, if planting is unsuccessful. 

8.1.3 The construction site manager, landscape contractor(s) and any landscape management 
group(s) will be responsible for the practical undertaking of works described in this plan. 

8.1.4 The habitat intervention measures detailed in this plan should be implemented by a 
suitably qualified professional and appropriately experienced and where necessary 
qualified contractors. All works to be undertaken with heavy machinery should be carried 
out by appropriately experienced and where necessary, qualified operator(s). 

8.1.5 All material, operations, workmanship and quality should be carried out in accordance 
with the relevant British Standards, HSE standards or appropriate code of practice. 

8.1.6 The LEMP must be carried out under the guidance of an appropriately experienced 
ecologist (the “project ecologist”) and where the prescriptions require, an on-site 
ecological watching brief should be provided by an appropriately experienced Ecology 
Clerk of Works (ECoW). 

8.1.7 Suitably experienced ecologists should be appointed for these roles prior to 
implementation of the LEMP and they should be informed in good time, of all activities 
programmed.  

8.1.8 Site inductions and toolbox talks provided to all contractors and site workers, including 
landscape contractors, prior to the commencement of works in any phase or sub-phase 
of the development should include detailed reference to the requirements of this plan. 
Where considered necessary, onsite instruction of contractors should be undertaken by 
the project ecologist or ECoW. 

8.1.9 All site workers and landscape contractors should be informed of the role of the project 
ecologist and ECoW. Contact details for the project ecologist and ECoW should be made 
available to site workers and contractors as requested or required. 
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8.1.10 A copy of this plan should be kept on site at all times during construction and site 
workers should be made aware of its location and/or who to contact in order to review a 
copy of the plan when necessary. 

8.1.11 Any known breaches of the requirements of this plan should be reported to the project 
ecologist as soon as practicable. Should a breach of the requirements of the plan occur, 
the project ecologist should be responsible for reporting this breach to the Developer 
and construction site manager as soon as practicable. Where necessary, the project 
ecologist or the Developer should report any breaches to the Local Planning Authority 
(LPA) and / or Natural England. 

8.2 Legal Agreements 

8.2.1 For significant on-site habitat enhancements delivering BNG, The Developer (and/or any 
future successor(s)) must have a legal agreement or planning condition. Significant 
enhancements are areas of habitat enhancement which contribute significantly to the 
proposed development’s BNG, relative to the biodiversity value before development. 
This can be: 

▪ habitats of medium or higher distinctiveness in the biodiversity metric. 
▪ habitats of low distinctiveness which create a large number of biodiversity units 

relative to the biodiversity value of the site before development. 
▪ enhancements to habitat condition, for example from poor or moderate to good. 

8.2.2 The proposed ecological features in this LEMP are considered to fit within the above 
criteria therefore a legal agreement or planning condition will be sought. This will secure 
the LEMP for BNG and set out who will deliver the proposed ecological features. The 
agreement for on-site gains will last for at least 30 years from the date the development 
is complete. 

8.2.3 Two types of legal agreements for BNG are available: 

▪ Planning obligation (Section 106) with the Local Planning Authority (LPA). 
▪ Conservation covenant agreement with a responsible body. 

8.2.4 The chosen legal agreement will be informed by legal advice and will be in writing and 
signed by all parties. 

8.2.5 This process will follow guidance given by DEFRA (Department for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs, 2024b). 
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9 Monitoring and remedial measures 

9.1 Monitoring 

9.1.1 Monitoring the ecological features during the life of the LEMP is key to understanding 
the progress of the habitat interventions. Monitoring will consist of the following: 

▪ habitats will be classified using the UK Hab survey methodology (UKHab Ltd, 
2023). 

▪ The extent of each target habitat will be measured.  
▪ The condition of each habitat will be assessed following the Statutory Metric 

methodology (Natural England, 2024a). 

9.1.2 The information gathered through the monitoring visits will be assessed against the 
target habitats, conditions and objectives set out in Section 0. Timing of the monitoring 
visit should be undertaken at the appropriate time of year to provide a robust 
assessment. These timings are displayed in Table 9, set out by ecological feature and 
including target habitat, condition, likely time the feature will take to reach its target 
condition and suggested monitoring years post intervention. The suggested monitoring 
years aim to ensure successful establishment of the ecological feature, with more years 
initially to enable the need for remedial action to be taken.  

9.1.3 Table 9 also provides additional information on specific survey methodologies per 
ecological feature, where necessary, and potential remedial measures should target 
condition not be reached. 

9.1.4 Results of each monitoring visit will be compiled into a short monitoring report for the 
Site. These should follow BNG monitoring guidance (Natural England, 2024a) and 
present survey details, summary of progress, an overview of site wide successes and 
challenges, detailed review of the progress of each ecological feature and a list of actions 
or adaptive management practices required for the next monitoring period. 
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9.2 Review process 

9.2.1 Adaptive management allows for actions and prescriptions to be altered to deliver the 
desired target habitats, conditions and management objectives based upon continually 
monitoring the effectiveness of habitat intervention and management strategies.  

9.2.2 Reviewing this LEMP in line with data collected from the monitoring protocols in Table 9 
will enable an informed decision to be made as to if the management prescriptions 
remain suitable for achieving the desired objectives set out in Section 3. 

9.2.3 Remedial measures have been suggested in Table 9 however these are not exhaustive 
and may change over the lifetime of this plan. The report from each monitoring visit will 
highlight if any remedial measures are needed. The Developer (or any future 
successor(s)), or their nominated landscape contractor, will be responsible for the 
implementation of the suggested measure. 

9.2.4 This document should be reviewed following the production of each monitoring report 
and updated as necessary. The timetable for the habitat creation and enhancement 
prescriptions and schedule (Section 7.1) covers 5 years. Follow up reviews following this 
initial review after 5 years are proposed to occur every 10 years. A review of the 
information captured within this table should be undertaken at the end of this period and 
any prescriptions still relevant be carried into the habitat management prescriptions and 
schedule (Section 7.3).   

 
 



 
 
 

 

ScottishPower Renewables (UK) Ltd 

Pipplepen Solar Farm Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (LEMP) 

43 

10 References 

BSI (2013) BS 42020:2013 - Biodiversity - Code of practice for planning and development. BSI Standards 
Limited 
 
Collins, J. (ed) (2016) Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines. 3rd edition. Bat 
Conservation Trust. London 
 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (2023) The Statutory Biodiversity Metric. At 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-biodiversity-metric-tools-and-
guides#:~:text=The%20statutory%20biodiversity%20metric%20tool,the%20statutory%20biodiversity%20
metric%20tool.  
 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (2024a) Graze with livestock to maintain and improve 
habitats. At https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/graze-with-livestock-to-maintain-and-improve-habitats/  
 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (2024b) Enter a legal agreement for biodiversity net 
gain. At https://www.gov.uk/guidance/legal-agreements-to-secure-your-biodiversity-net-
gain#:~:text=Biodiversity%20net%20gain%20(%20BNG%20)%20is,for%20at%20least%2030%20years. 
 
Froglife (1999) Froglife Advice Sheet 10 – Reptile Survey. Froglife, Peterborough. 
 
JNCC (2010) Handbook for Phase 1 habitat survey. At https://data.jncc.gov.uk/data/9578d07b-e018-4c66-
9c1b-47110f14df2a/Handbook-Phase1-HabitatSurvey-Revised-2016.pdf  
 
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006) 
 
RPS Group Plc (2021) Pipplepen Solar Farm – Planning Statement. RPS Group, Abingdon 
 
RPS Group Plc (2022a) Pipplepen Solar PV Farm – Landscape and Ecological Management Plan. RPS Group, 
Abingdon. 
 
RPS Group Plc (2022b) Pipplepen Solor PV Farm – Ecological Addendum. RPS Group, Abingdon. 
 
RPS Group Plc (2022c) Pipplepen solar BNG 3.0 221111.  
 
RPS Group Plc (2020) Pipplepen Solor PV Farm – Preliminary Ecological Appraisal. RPS Group, Abingdon 
 
The Tree Council (2021) Protecting young trees. At https://treecouncil.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/11/7.-PROTECTING-YOUNG-TREES-best-choice-for-your-planting-project-
Setember-2021 v8.pdf  
 
UKHab Ltd (2023) UK Habitat Classification Version 2.0. At https://www.ukhab.org 
 



 
 
 

 

ScottishPower Renewables (UK) Ltd 

Pipplepen Solar Farm Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (LEMP) 

44 

Appendix A – Figures 

 




